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BAME PROGRAMME – Summary Report

London 21 Sustainability Network

By jagdeesh singh, Programme Co-ordinator

The BAME Environment Programme completes its funding duration, in February 2008. The 3-year programme, began in March 2005, based on £150k funding from the Big Lottery Fund.  

The programme, formally titled BLACK & ETHNIC MINORITY INITIATIVES FOR GREEN & HEALTHY LONDON NEIGHBOURHOODS, represented an ambitious and exciting initiative to engage London’s multi-ethnic communities into the environmental mainstream, and build confidence, awareness and capacity for London’s unengaged communities to play an equal and cohesive role in its environmental sustainability. 

The programme had three core objectives: 

Information Programme

Information Programme to provide and circulate information relating to BAME Environmental Participation matters and opportunities. Over three years, the London 21 programme has organized through events, email networks, monthly newsletter and web-site, considerable material on this. The programme has built up a substantial email network across London of BME environmental activists and non-BME contacts concerned with the same subject. The programme has made a cutting edge mark on the national and London wide media, receiving coverage from exclusive reports by the BBC Environmental Chief Sarah Mukherjee on BBC Radio 4, BBC Five Live, BBC Online and BBC Asian Network. Additionally, coverage in the London Metro and on LBC Radio. The launch of an innovative EARTH-FRIENDLY GURDWARA GUIDE, prepared by London 21, for London’s 30 Sikh Gurdwaras, was greeted with acclaim in the House of Commons by David Kidney MP (Minister for Environment) as an excellent document which he would recommend. 

Networking Events

The programme has run over a dozen networking events, on subjects of waste and recycling, food, funding for projects, faith action; together with annual LONDON MULTI-CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT FAIRS which has become a key institution in itself. Over the three years, we have nurtured an increasing participation of BAME communities in the annual LONDON SUSTAINABILITY WEEKS. This year, 2007, we saw  12 separate BAME events; representing a significant rise on the previous year and an enormous rise from a few years ago when there none whatsoever. May the flow continue! Many BAME and non-BAME participants have found this combination of events, extremely beneficial. A separate report has been prepared, summarizing the participation feedback and workshop discussions in these events. 

Mentoring

A wide number of BAME community groups have benefited from mentoring support, to build their awareness and capacity to participate in their local environment and run a local community project. A variety of communities, Tamils Elderly, Panjaabi women, Caribbean communities in Lambeth and Lewisham, Bangladeshi women in Tower Hamlets, African women and mixed South Asian students have benefited from the environmental awareness and direction that this mentoring has provided. A detailed evaluation report has been prepared, providing case studies and analysis of the effectiveness, tests, lessons gained from this new initiative in London. Our work with these groups, helped them to access £9,000 of external funding for projects, coupled with several thousands of pounds given to them from the BAME programme budget. 

The programme has powerfully raised the profile of BAME communities on the environmental agenda, like never before in London. The programme has attracted media coverage at senior media levels, on BBC Radio 4, LBC Radio, London Metro, BBC Asian Network and more; conveying the important message that London’s environment and sustainability about all its diverse communities. 

Through the diverse information and networking events generated through programme, London 21 has become a central hub for enquiries from across London and beyond on issues and questions about BAME environmental participation. 

Two major presentations on this subject were delivered by Programme’s Co-ordinator, in recent months at two major London events. One a presentation to researchers and academics at Kingston University at its major SUSTAINABILITY IN PRACTISE: Global to Local conference in September 2007. Another, at a GLA BAME Climate Change conference in October 2007. On both cases, the talks and presentations provided engaging and profound material for delegates to take away and chew on. Many expressed how they found it to be insightful and valuable to their work with community. 

Through its three years, the programme has succeeded in putting BME Environmental Participation and BME Environmental Issues onto the wider London environmental agenda. It has created a new sense of networking and confidence across isolated BAME environmentalists, of vital support and recognition in an otherwise excluding environmental agenda. Many BAME activists and groups, have found the programme and its work to be a renewed sense of opportunity to make their contribution and presence known on the London environmental scene. 

With the current conclusion of the programme, it is hoped that new funding will make itself available in the near future, for work to be resumed and taken to the next stage. Three years has certainly provided an opportunity to mobilize BAME environmental dialogue, make a BAME presence known and raise positive hopes and aspirations for BAME environmental inclusion and participation. 

All in all, the programme has established a positive momentum and foundation for increasing BAME environmental engagement and participation on the London scene. For the first time, BAME communities are fully recognized in the environmental concerns that matter to London and its environmental decision-makers. The BME Environmental Programme has played no small part in contributing to that. Much more work clearly remains to be done. 

Let the good work continue! 

· END –

Further Reading: 

· BAME Mentoring Evaluation Report

· Networking Events – Feedback & Workshops Report

· Presentation : ‘Engaging & Involving London’s Diverse Communities in the Environmmental & Climate Change Agenda’, GLA, ‘BME Communities & Climate Change’ conference 31st October 2007

· Presentation: ‘Engaging Multi-Cultural Approaches to Environmental  Sustainability’, Kingston University, ‘Sustainability in Practise: Global to Local’ conference,  7th September 2007
